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less barren than the Arab coast-range. In some places the crags
come right down to the sea; in others a shore strip, ploughed
up by violent winter torrents, but with no perennial stream to
water it, extends two or three miles back towards the inte-
rior, till it is lost within the mountain gorges. One wide and
romantic-looking pass, a little to the east, behind Charak, leads
to Shiraz; and by this road the invading armies of Persia have
often descended on Barr-Faris. The mountain sides are thinly
sprinkled with fig-trees, orange-trees, and other wood vegeta-
tion ; here and there is a streak of scanty tillage j in the plain
below are palm-groves, but meagre and unproductive, with
just enough of other cultivation to keep the inhabitants from
famine.

Next morning the wind proved still unfavourable, and pre-
cluded sailing. To pass the time, Fans took us in his company
to pay a visit of politeness to the local chief, 'Abd-el-'Azeez-el-
Meteyree. We found him highly excited by good news fresh
come from 'Oheyzah. For the first time since our departure
from Ri'ad, we now got hold of important tidings respecting
that fated town, I will here relate what 'Abd-el-'Azeez told us,
and then take occasion to add a brief recital of the events
which followed soon after; events melancholy in themselves,
and precursors of much mischief.

Having at last gathered together his forces, about the middle
of December, Feysul gave the signal, and 'Abd-Allah set out,
leading with him the entire force of IJasa, besides the troops
of 'Aared, and whatever else remained behind from the central
and southern provinces; thus mustering a body of fifteen
thousand men or near it; a force which, when added to the
besieging army already in the field, must have amounted to
twenty-three or twenty-four thousand regular troops at least,
besides four or five thousand Bedouins, who after long wavering
which side to take, now prudently determined to join the certain
winner. 'Oneyzah was thus left to her own unaided resources,
which might come vf to four thousand fighting men at the
utmost.

After much skirmishing, a decisive battle was fought in
January. Zamil and El-Khey'yat are said to have performed
prodigies of valour, and 'Abd-Allah was near being surrounded
and killed, as it is much to be regretted that he was not in good